
AlVelAl 8000 
Living Art with 4 Returns 
Artistic, social and environmental 
interventions in the Altiplano of Granada 
and Almeria regions, Spain. 

 



In Los Vélez region, located within the Alvelal 
territory (630.000 Ha of Altiplano: steppe 
highlands) two large and iconic natural 
structures have been “looking” each other over 
the millennia. The hill called “Maimón” has 
several shelters with rock paintings considering 
UNESCO World Heritage. Among them, it is the 
“Letreros” cave, which contains paintings about 
8000 years old and which has stunning views of 
“La Muela de Montalviche” (1554m), an 
important karstic massif and a regional icon. 
 
The goal of this project is to restore this 
beautiful but degraded landscape, while 
generating pride of local people,  
employment, active integration of disadvantaged 
sectors of society, training, habitats for 
biodiversity (butterflies, birds, endemic bees and 
other beneficial insects), soil capture, carbon 
sequestration, and sustainable business 
development. 
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Proposal: 
The vision involves landscaping of “La Muela” slopes with 
local aromatic plants of the territory along a large area (200m 
long) which will reproduce in natural colours the geometric 
motifs of the central panel of the “Letreros” cave. The 
dimensions of this great "Living Sculpture" will be similar to 
the dimensions of the Nazca Lines in Peru, and therefore, will 
be seen from high points (eg. “Vélez” castle, and “Maimón” 
hill) and even from planes that fly through the clear skies of 
Alvelal. 

Proposal AlVelAl 8000 3 



Before 

After 
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The large size, beauty and meaning of these 
"Living Sculptures" will become a tourist 
attraction for the area. However, the 
intention is to go beyond creating beauty in 
the landscape and raising the self-confidence 
of local people. These sculptures will not only 
serve to catch and hold eroded soil but will 
also increase water and carbon uptake. 
Likewise, the selection of aromatic plants will 
help to create habitats for pollinators 
(butterflies, endemic bees and other insects 
beneficial to agriculture), and therefore 
biodiversity and the agricultural production 
will be enhanced. 
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All in all, this Living Art will result in landscape restoration 
of the area generating 4 returns: 
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•  Natural beauty, curiosity and discovery 
•  Altar on the sunny slopes of “La Muela”, "talking" 

to the rock paintings in “Letreros” cave, enhance 
the mystery of Neolithic symbols (social 
structures, fertility ...) 

•  Sensory immersion: visual perception (colours, 
butterflies, birds ...), olfactory perception 
(aromatic plant species), and auditory perception 
(sounds of nature) 

•   Return of butterflies and other endemic species 

•  Generation of employment during the 
construction and maintenance phases, which can 
be financed through the sale of the aromatic 
plants (essential oils and plants) 

•  Active involvement of a disadvantaged sectors of 
society: the planting and maintenance work will 
be carried out by the disabled intellectuals of the 
Association APAFA, experts in gardening 

•  Involvement of local people (children, young and 
old people) by developing and celebrating "festive" 
days of planting with the intention that the people 
from Alvelal make this “Living Sculpture” their 
own 
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RETURN OF 
INSPIRATION  

RETURN OF  
SOCIAL CAPITAL 

Giving people hope  
and a sense of purpose 

Bringing back jobs, business  
activity, education and security 
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•  Decrease of erosion 
•  Habitat for biodiversity (birds, butterflies, bees, 

small mammals, reptiles ...) 
•  Carbon capture (by soil regeneration with 

regenerative compost) 
•  Minimum water consumption and natural water 

capture (due to the hygroscopicity of the soil 
restored and seated by the roots of the plants, as 
well as by the design of the structures) 

•  Restorative business case: aromatic plants (dry 
plants and essential oils) 

•  Tourist attraction 
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RETURN OF  
NATURAL CAPITAL 

RETURN OF  
FINANCIAL CAPITAL 

Restoring biodiversity, 
soil and water quality 

Realizing long-term 
sustainable profit  



Scenography: 

From its natural viewpoints (Balcón de Veléz 
Blanco, “Los Fajardo” castle, “Letreros” cave, etc.), 
this “living sculpture” will make the observer wish 
to approach it. Information on the eco-social 
restoration of the Alvelal territory will be located in 
each of the viewpoints. The sculpture will also be 
seen from the road linking Vélez Blanco with Vélez 
Rubio, which will invites travellers to come closer 
and enjoy smells, colours and sounds by walking 
inside it. 

The sculpture can be walked along its external 
accesses. A network of non-linear paths will be 
established in the interior of the polygons. The 
value of the symbol as a part of the territory will be 
reinforced, among other things, to enhance respect 
for the plants and to discourage any potential 
vandalism. The paths between crops will have the 
appropriate width, so that small visitor groups find 
no problems when walking in opposite directions. 
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Flora and Fauna: 
 
The symbols made out of aromatic plants will be established with different 
colours that will change throughout the year according to the flowering seasons of 
the various species.  
 
Continuous flowering will be ensured by the selection of specific species. The 
sequence below would allow overlapping flowering between February and 
November (strawberry trees are introduced for flowering in October is not an 
aromatic plant): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regarding the variety of colours during the different times of the year, we will 
have several shades of green annually provided mainly by rosemary, mastic 
tree and other interspersed species. Certain species of rosemary, whose 
commercial interest is increasing, will serve as a collection of germplasm for 
additional cash crops. 
Entomofauna: Specific aromatic species will be selected to increase pollinators, 
mainly endemic butterflies and bees, as well as other beneficial insects. "Insect 
hotels" will be established for solitary bees; For example, species such as Ruta 
and Foeniculum create a good habitat for different types of butterflies such as 
Papilio machaon. Under the continuous flowering scheme, these structures will 
function as an excellent garden for insects. 

•  Thymus hyemalis (February) 
•  Rosmarinus officinalis 
•  Sideritis pusilla (March) 
•  Lavandula stoechas (April) 
•  Thymus baeticus 
•  Thymus mastichina (May) 
•  Salvia lavandulifolia (June) 
•  Ruta montana 
•  Foeniculum vulgare 
•  Thymus longiflorus 

•  Santolina chamecyparissus 
•  Thymus zygis Qmtpo. Timol 
•  Helichrysum stoechas 
•  Thymus zygis Qmtpo. Linalol (July) 
•  Lavandula latifolia, L. lanata (August) 
•  Hyssopus offcinalis 
•  Satureja montana (September) 
•  Arbutus unedo (October) 
•  Dittrichia graveolens (November) 
•  Thymus hyemalis 

Proposal AlVelAl 8000 9 



Structures: 
 
All measures of soil regeneration and potential savings will be 
used: amendments, regenerative compost, microbiology, key 
line. Renewable energies for irrigation and minimum services. 
Walking paths inside large polygons will be established on the 
drip network with grill or network design, covered by slab or 
stone of the area to allow for inspection of irrigation facility 
and near access to plants. 
The highest plant species will be located outside of each large 
structure and the smaller ones in the interior and between 
the lines of connection between polygons, separating clearly 
the interior and exterior of each structure from a visually 
point of view. 
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AlVelAl is an initiative promoted by 
Commonland.  
 
Contact: 
Astrid Vargas 
astrid.vargas@commonland.com 


